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Editorial

A policy-research group called
”Drug Strategies” has recently produced
a report that calls alcohol “America's
most pervasive drug problem”. It
documents that fact by the following
statistics:

e Alcohol related deaths outnumber
deaths relate to drugs four to one.

e Alcohol is a factor in more than
half of all domestic violence and
sexual assault cases.

e Between accidents, health
problems, crime and lost
productivity alcohol abuse cost our
economy an estimated $167 billion
a year.

e In 1995 four out of every ten people
on probation said they were
drinking when they committed a
violent crime. By contrast, one in
ten admitted using illicit drugs.

The report of the group, which is
posted on  their web  site
(http://www.drugstrategies.org/),
supports the Islamic view of considering
both drugs and alcohol as very harmful
to the society. Any substance that causes
intoxication or disorder to the mind, or
causes the person to loose his/her
consciousness, is referred to as Khamr

> and is prohibited in Islam. This is

clearly stated in many sayings of the
Prophet (PBUH), for example:
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Every intoxicant is Khamr and every
Khamr is unlawful. (Sahih Muslim)

Our minds play an important role in
making the choices between right and
wrong. We pray to Almighty Allah to
protect us and our societies from the evil
of Khamr. [h
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Free On-line Multimedia Islamic Software

Harf Information technology has developed on-line versions of a number of
their programs, in Arabic, English and other languages . These include the Holy
Qur’an, Al-Bayan (1700 Hadiths agreed on by Bukhari and Muslim), Islamic
Dictionary, Prayer times for all cities in the US and other major cities in the world,
Zakah , and Hajj and Umrah (see the figures below).The prayer times program
provides date conversion (from the Gregorian to the Hijri date, and vice versa). The
Zakah program calculates the zakah to be paid on all types of individual property,
with a detailed explanation of how it is to be calculated, and guiding legal
principles. It also provides extensive information on zakah jurisprudence. The URL

address of the web site of these programs is: http://www.al-islam.com/. Ch
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O ye who believe! When the call is proclaimed to prayer on Friday (The Day of Assembly),
hasten earnestly to the Remembrance of Allah, and leave off business (and traffic): that is
best for you if ye but knew! And when the prayer is finished, then may ye disperse through
the land, and seek of the Bounty of Allah: and remember Allah frequently that ye may
prosper. But when they see some bargain or some pastime, they disperse headlong to it, and
leave you standing. Say: “that which Allah has is better than any pastime or bargain! And
Allah is the Best to provide (for all needs)”.
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(Qur’an 62:9to 11)

Allah selected some of His creations
and elevated them above others. This
applies, among others, to angels, men,
places, months, days and nights (see the
figure on page 3). Of the days created by
Allah, Friday was made very special.
The significance and virtues of Friday,
and the opportunities provided to us by
Allah (SWT) on that day are the
subjects of this article.

Significance of Friday

The significance and virtues of
Friday are best illustrated by the
following two sayings of the Prophet
(PBUH):
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The best day on which the sun has risen
is Friday; on that day Adam was
created; on that day he entered the
Garden; and on that day he was
expelled from it, and the last Hour will
take place on no day other than Friday.

(Sahih Muslim)
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Friday to Friday wipe out the sins
between them, if major sins were not
committed. (Sunan Ibn Majah)
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“And remembrance of Allah is the
Greatest (thing in life)” -
(Qur’an 29:45)

Also, the Prophet (PBUH) was
mentioning the excellence of Friday and
said: There is an hour (special time) on
Friday at which no Muslim would ask
Allah for some thing (that is good) but
Allah would give it to him, and he
pointed with his hand that (this time) is
short and narrow. (Sahih Muslim)

Recommended Actions

Friday (see the figure on page 5)

e Recitation of Surat Al-Kahf (the
cave) on Friday and the night
before. The Prophet (PBUH) said:
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Whoever recites Surat Al-Kahf on
Friday, it will be a light for him from
that Friday to the next.
(Al-Bayhagqi and Al-Hakim)
o Invoking prayers and salutations
upon the Prophet (PBUH) on
Friday and the night before. The
Prophet (PBUH) said:
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Invoke as many prayers (and
salutations) on me (i.e., on the Prophet)
on Friday since it is a day witnessed by
the angels. The prayers of every one
who invokes prayers on me will be
brought to me until he finishes. The
Prophet (PBUH) was asked: How will

the prayers be presented to him when he
has passed away? He replied: Allah has
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Allah Selected some of His creations and elevated them
above others
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From His creatures He
selected certain angels and
men as messengers
(Qur’an 22:75)
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From all the places on
Earth He selected the
mosques
(Qur’an 72:18)
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From the human messengers Selected
the five major messengers (Noah,
Abraham, Moses, Jesus and
Mohammad - Peace be upon them)
(Qur’an 46:35)
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From the mosques
He selected the
Sacred mosque
(Qur’an 2:125)
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From the year He selected
certain months, days and
nights:

e The Sacred months

(Muharram, Rajab, Zul-
Qidah, Zul-Hijjah).
¢ The month of Ramadan
o The first ten days of Zul-
Hijjah
+ Friday
e The night of Power
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prohibited the earth from eating the
bodies of the Prophets.
(Sunan Ibn Majah)
e Performing ghus! (taking a bath),
beautifying oneself, using the
miswak (tooth brush) and applying
perfume before attending Friday
prayers. The Prophet (PBUH) said:
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Every Muslim should have ghusl on

Friday and wear his best clothing, and

if he has perfume, he should use it.

(Related by Ahmad, Al-Bukhari and

Muslim)

e Going early to Friday prayer,
sitting near the Imam, listening
attentively to the Khuthah (sermon)
and not talking during it. The
Prophet (PBUH) said:
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When it is Friday, the angels stand at
every door of the mosque and record
the people in the order of their arrival,
and when the Imam sits for delivering
the sermon, they fold up their sheets
and listen to the Zikr (remembrance of
Allah). (Sahih Muslim)
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Anyone who takes on Friday a bath, and
excels in purifying himself/herself, goes
early and walks, then sits close to the
Imam and listens (to the Khutbah)

without indulging in any talk, will have
Jor every step the reward of one year

Jasting and worship.
(Sunan Ibn Majah)

Friday Prayer

Muslim scholars are in agreement
that Friday prayer is an individual
obligation ( and it is two raka’h ), as is
clear from (Qur'an 62:9) - see the
beginning of the article. Important facts
about Friday prayer are summarized in
the figure on page 7.

The establishment of Friday prayers
was one of the earliest things that the
Prophet (PBUH) did after his
emigration to Medinah (on the 5th day
after his arrival). The incident referred
to in Qur’an 62:11 is: A trade caravan
from Syria arrived in Medinah right at
the time of the Friday prayer, and its
people started playing their drums to
announce their arrival. At that time the
Prophet was delivering the sermon. The
people in the congregation rushed out
towards the caravan, and only few
(twelve men) remained with the
Prophet.

Friday prayer plays a very important
role in the life of the Muslims. It
reminds the Muslims about their
obligation towards Allah and their
community. It teaches them to make
their social life a visible expression of
tagwa (Consciousness of the presence of
Allah). There is a great deal of reward
in attending Friday prayer in the proper
manner. The Prophet (PBUH) said:
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Whoever makes ghusl on Friday, then
goes to the mosque and prays what was
Jfixed for him, then kept silent till the
Imam finished the sermon, and then
prayed along with him, his sins between
that time and the next Friday would be
Jorgiven, and even of three days more
(Sahih Muslim)
The Prophet (PBUH) gave a stern
warning for men against missing Friday

prayer, without a legitimate excuse, in
the following two sayings:
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Anyone who forgoes three consecutive
Fridays without genuine reason and
legitimate excuse, Allah will seal his
heart. (Sunan Al-Termidhi)
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The Prophet (PBUH) said about people
who forgo Friday prayers: I feel I
should ask somebody else to lead the
prayer and I go and burn the homes of
those who forgo (without legitimate
excuse) the Friday prayers.

(Sahih Muslim)
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Upon Whom It Is Obligatory
Friday prayer is an

obligation.= > jupon every free, adult,

individual

sane, resident Muslim male who has the
ability to attend the prayer and does not
have a legitimate excuse to miss it. The
Prophet (PBUH) identified the ones on
whom Friday prayer is not obligatory in
his saying:
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Friday prayer is a duty upon every
Muslim in the community, save four: a
slave, or a woman, or a child, or a
person who is ill. (Abu Dawood)

Its Time

The majority of the companions and
successors were of the opinion that the
time of Friday prayer is the same as that
of zuhr (noon) prayer.

The scholars of the Hanbali school
of thought and /shag are of the opinion
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that the time of Friday prayer starts at
the same time as that of Eid prayer, and
ends with the end of the time for the
zuhr (noon) prayer.

Number of People Required for Friday
Prayer

There is agreement among Muslim
scholars that a congregation is a
necessary condition for the validity of

Friday prayer. However, there are
differences of opinion on what
constitutes a congregation. The

strongest evidence seems to be two
people (one of them being the Imam), or
three people (one of them being the
Imam), are required and sufficient for
Friday prayer.

In a recent study Sheikh Ibn
Uthaymin reported in Al-Sharh Al-
Mumti’ ala Zad al-Mustaqgni, vol. 5, p.
53 that three is the minimum number,
and Friday prayer becomes obligatory
upon three Muslims who meet the
conditions of that prayer.

Etiquette for Friday Prayer

In addition to purifying, beautifying
oneself, dressing well, going early to the
mosque, and praying the two raka’h of
greeting the mosque as mentioned
previously, one should sit as close to the
Imam as possible, remain quiet during
the sermon and listen attentively to it.
The Prophet (PBUH) said:
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Come to the remembrance of Allah, and
sit close to the Imam. The person who
sits far from him will be delayed in
entering paradise even if he is admitted
to it. Musnad Ahmad)

One should avoid the following
actions during the prayer:

e Engaging in buying or selling, from
the time of Azan (call to prayer)
until the end of the prayer. This is
absolutely  prohibited (Qur’an
62:9).

e Stepping over people to get to a
particular place in the mosque.

e C(Clasping one’s hands and
intertwining one’s fingers while

waiting for the prayer.
e Talking during the sermon. The
Prophet (PBUH) said:
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If you (even) ask your companion to be
quiet on Friday, while the Imam is
delivering the sermon, you have

engaged in vain talk 4 .
(Bukhari and Muslim)
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There are three types of people who
attend Friday (prayer): One, who is
present but speaks (during the sermon),
and that is his portion of the prayer;
two, a man who is present and makes
supplications - in his case, Allah may
give him what he asks, if He wishes, or
He may not give him what he asks;
three, a person who is present and
observes silence, and does not step over
the necks of Muslims nor harm anyone
- for him, there is expiation from that
Friday until the next Friday plus an
additional three days as Allah has said:
“He that does good shall have ten
times as much to his credit”.

(Related by Ahmad and Abu Dawood)

Friday Sermon
The majority of the Muslim scholars
are of the opinion that Friday sermon is
an integral part of the prayer, and is
obligatory. This is supported by:
e The Prophet (PBUH) always made
a sermon before performing the two

raka’h on Friday prayer. He also
said:
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Pray as you see me pray

(Bukhari and Muslim)
e The command of Allah “hasten
earnestly to remembrance of
Allah” in (Qur’an 62:9) is
interpreted by the scholars as a
reference to the Friday sermon.
However, other scholars such as Al-
Hassan Al-Basri, Dawood Az-
Zahiri and Al-Juwaini consider
listening to the Friday sermon to be

only a highly recommended act.

The Friday sermon should precede
the prayer and is to be divided into two
consecutive parts with a short break of
Istighfar (begging the forgiveness of
Allah) in between. It is recommended
for the Imam to stand during the two
parts of the sermon, and to sit between
them (as well as during the call to
prayer before the sermon). It is also
recommended that cach of the two parts
of the Friday sermon start with praises
of Allah, the Exalted, and prayers upon
the Prophet (PBUH); and that the
sermons include admonition and
quotation from the Qur’an.

Since the time of the Prophet
(PBUH), Friday sermon has been one of
the most effective means of presenting
the message and teaching of Islam to the
public. It is one of the important means
of educating people, creating an
awareness among them about social
issues and problems in society, and
steering them onto the right path.

Friday prayer is one of the most
important acts of worship in Islam. We
pray to Allah to give us the strength and
support to perform it in the best possible
manner, and to grant us the rewards and
blessings of Friday. Ameen Ch




v

Upon whom it
is obligatory
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Every free,
sane, adult,
non-traveling

| Muslim male (if

he does not
have a
legitimate
excuse like
sickness).

Its importance Its time ‘What constitutes.
£ g a congregation
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consecutive
Friday prayers
without genuine
reason, results
in sealing one’s
heart.

The Prophet
(PBUH) felt like
asking someone
else to lead the
people in
prayer, and he
would go and
burn the homes
of those who
forgo  Friday
prayer (without
genuine reason).
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Etiquette for
Friday prayer

tal

1

opinions:
Same time as
zuhr (noon)

prayer.
It is
permissible

to perform it
before zuhr
prayer time.

Several
opinions have
b e e n
presented, the
ones with the
strongest
evidence seem
to be two and
three people
(one of them
being the
Imam).

In a recent
study, Sheikh
Ibn Uthaymin
concluded that

three is the
minimum
number.

Purifying,
cleaning and
beautifying
oneself (e.g.,
performing ghusl,
using miswak and
applying
perfume).
Dressing well.
Going early to the
Mosque.
Performing two
rak’ah (greeting
of the Mosque),
before sitting.
Sitting in the front
rows close to the
Imam, as possible.
Remaining quiet
while the Imam is
delivering the
sermon and
listening
attentively.

Actions to be
avoided
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Buying and|-
selling during|-

the prayer.

Stepping over|:
people to get|«
to al:
particular|:

spot in the
Mosque.

Clasping|

one’s hands

a n dJi
intertwining|°
one’s fingers|
while waiting|°

for thel’
prayer. i
Talking .|'I
during  the ‘|°|
sermon. T!J
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